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Mix and Matchmake

Romance authors are always looking for the perfect match,
not just between their protagonists but also among ro-

mance’s many subgenres. This spring sees a continued em-
phasis on crossing and blending different types of romance.

By Rose Fox

The momsantic suspense novel concinues to enjoy popalaricy, buoyed by che mlencs
of standour authors who know how o balance the very different elements of love and
fear. In Lori Foster's A Perfect Storm (HQM), a survivor of human trfficking and a
widowed mercenary overcome their past sorrows to Aind love as they barele modern-
day Besh-peddlers. Mary Burton beeathes new life into the serial killer romantic
suspense novel with Before She Dies (Kensingron/Zebea), including che killer'’s nar-
rarion a5 a courderpoint o the growing passion berween a detective and a wornan run=
ning frem her past, Both Fosver and Burton are at the top of their game, showing both
readers and ocher authors how to keep things fresh in an increasingly coowded field.

Anocher SUspEnsy -:-]ﬂ'na:nl;, ﬁpiunlﬁ\e, heag Fpund a very comlortable home in the
mistorical romance hield. In Anna Randol's debur, A Secrer in Her Kiss (Avon), set
in 1815 Constantinople, che daugheer of a freedom figheer hides cructal information
in skerches she sends to England. To her surprise, she falls in love with an English
soldier senr ro help her complete a hnal mission. Mary Jo Putney’s No Longer a
Gentleman {KensingronZebra) Aips around che rescue-che-princess formula and
sends a female spy o recrieve a fellow agent trapped in France during the Napole-
anic Wars, Spying gives these romance hersines a histonically acourate way to have
active careers and demonserare cheir intelligence and grace under pressure, and the
drama of war and skullduggery keeps readers turning the pages.

Psychic powers are popping up all over, Mia Marlowe's Touch of 2 Rogue (Kens-
ingron/Brava) incroduces a | 9th-century investigarar who can see the history of any
metal object he touches, pairing him with a widow whose husband was killed while
collecting magical objects.

Kristen Callihan deburs powerfully with Firelight (Grand Central/Forever), a
delicicusly gochic Victonan paranormal chat paics a wealehy bue dizfigured lord and
an impoverished but supernaturally talented woman. Elissbech Naughron's Enrap-
tured (Sourcebooks Casablanca) brings Orpheus and Eurpdice inco the modern duy
at 2 half-daemaon and a Siren who must decide how best to use their powers.

Suzanne Brockmann, whose military suspense novels are consistently acclaimed,
rakes 2 new direction with Born to Darkness (Ballanzine), a near-furure chriller
fraruning psychically mlensed “Greaser-Thans” who baeele a nefarious carrel char
makes drugs from che hormones of preteen girls, Apparently there’s no time or place
that can’t be improved wich a Lietle bic of oracular mystigue.

Reaclers who prefer puricy of subgenre need not despair; romance is bigger than
ever, and there's room for everyone. Samantha Grace’s Miss Hillary Schools a
Scoundre! (Sourcebooks Casablanca) is a classic Regency thar mixes humor and pas-
sion againsc the backdrop of high society. Doana Kauffmean's Sweet Stuff (Kensing-
ton/Brava), her second Cuprake Club romance, s a lighthearted contemporary with
all che cascy Auffiness of burtercream frosring and & surprisingly rich emotional cen-
tee. After che excaement of early speing blossams and starme, these feal-good novels h
will be perfect for lare spring’s lazy aftermoons, gercing romance fans ready for chose
bijz beach reads juse around che corner.
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Fiction: Romance

PW’s Top 10:
Romance

A Perfect Storm
Lori Foster, HON, Apr.

Before She Dies
Mary Burton. Kensington/Zebra, Feb,

A Secret in Her Kiss
Anna Randol. fAwvon, Feb,

Mo Longer a Gentlerman
Mary Jo Putney, Kensingtan/Zebra, May.

Touch of a Rogue
Mia Marlowe. Kensington/Brava, Mar.

Firalight
Kristen Callihan. Grand Central/Forever,
Feb,

Enraptured
Elisabeth Naughton. Sourcelooks Casa-
blanca, Apr.

Born to Darkness
Suzanne Brockrann. Ballantine, Mar,

Miss Hillary Schools a Scoundrel
Samantha Grace. Saurcebooks Casa-
blanca, Feb.

Sweet Stulf
Denna Kauffrnan. Kensington/Brava, Feb.
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Things Withour a Name by Joanne
Fedler (June, rade paper, §18.93, 1SBN 974-
1-74237-387-8). Faith Roberts, a 34-yeas-
old counselor ar a women's ersis center, has
given up on Jove—unil she keams char love
hasn'e given up on her.

ATRIA/STREBOR

Oh, Gad!: A Novel by Joanne C. Hilthouse
[Ape., tmde paper, §15, ISBMN 978-1-59300-
391-4). A worman facing cross-cultuml odds
must redefine everything she undersrands
abour her family, herself, and the counory she's
never really been able to call home,

AVON

A Night Like This by Julia Quann
(May, mass market, $7 90, ISBN 978-0-06-
207 290-0). CQuainn’s Fares will be delighred
rejoin the hapless musicians of che Smythe-
Smith farmily in cheir second Regency-em
auging.

A Rogue by Any Other Name: The
First Rule of Scoundrels by Sarah
MacLean (Feb., mass marker, $7.99, 15BN
978-0-06- 20685213, MacLean launches a

Regency series abour noble men driven to
desperate measures with chis tale of treach-
ery, vengeance, and unexpected Iomance.

A Secret in Her Kiss by Anna Randal
{Feb., mass marker, §7.99, [SBN 978-0-
06-202580-T). Randel's masterful debue
wisits 1513 Constantinople, where 2 soldier
finds love with = spirited spy.

The Cowhoy Takes a Bride by Lori
Wilde (Mar., mass marker, §7.99, ISBN
GTE-0-06-20477 3-5). Wilde starrs a new
series set in Jubilee, Tex., a town full of
horses, cowhoys, and more romance than
you can shake a stick ar.

Scandal Wears Satin by Loretta Chase

| (June, mass marker, $7.99, ISBM 078.0-06-

200003 1-3), Chase ollows the superlarive $iE
f.!fprmm wath anccher mle of anistocms
ruened seamsrresses wha find pession and love
a5 sumpruois as the gowns they crease.

BALLANTINE

A Simple Spring: A Seasons of Lan-
caster Movel by Rosalind Laver (Ape., crade
paper, $15, ISBN 978-0-345-52673.1).
Readers loaking for a chaste and cozy fireside
read will enjoy the leisurely pace of Laner's

| debur, a quiet and genatle contemporary

in which a reporeer exploits her friendship
with an Amish man 2 gee ehe socap on he
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unsalved murder of his parenes.

Born to Darkness by Suzanne Brock-
mann (Mar., hardcover, 26, ISBN 978-
0-345.52127-9). Bestseller Brockmann,
known for malitary suspense, takes read-
ers on a pulse-pounding nde with her firme
Fururistic prranormal romance, in which
superpowered “Greater-Thans” take on a
carcel chae makes drugs from the hormones
af preceen girls

BANTAM

Causghr in the Act by Jill Sorenson (Mar.,
mass marker, $7.99, ISBIN 978-0-533-
59264-1). Sorenson dﬁ!‘t]r.‘lpd. an unusunl
roamitnge berween a border procection officer
and o woman who's blackmailed inro smug-
gling peckages for a drug lord

BERKLEY

The Last Boyfriend: Book Twe of the
Inn BoonsBoro Trilogy by Mosa Roberts
{May, rade papes, $16, [SBN 978-0-425-
24603-0). Superstar Roberts contimues the
contemporary senes modeled sfter ber own
adventures ranning a smalltown inn

Oracle’s Moon by Thea Harrison
{Mar., mass marker, §7.99, ISBN 978-0-
425-24659-7). A college student unex-
pecredly inherits her sister’s magical
powers—and custody of her sister's voung
children. Fortunarely, there's a handsome
diinn willing o help her juggle her new
responsibilites.

Sweer Addiction by Mayz Banks (Ape,
trade paper, $13, ISBM 978-0-4259-24565-
!}. Banks pens a smoking erotic romance
with unabashed sem clerments thas will leave
readers beemthless.

Tangle of Need by Malir Singh (May,
hardcover, §25.95, [SBN 978-0-425. 24756
) Singh's latest Pay Changeling paranormal
ramps up the heat againse the backdrop of
peyehic warfare.

BETHANY HOUSE

Blue Moon Bay by Liss Wingate (Feb.,
trade paper, $14.99, [SBN 978-0-7642-
(822-5). An architece is torn between her
france, who's brokered the sale of a furm char
willl be replaced by an industrisl plane, znd
the smalltown banker who opposes the deal.
23,000-copy announced firse prinning.







